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are Melanesians, formerly cannibals, but
civilized by European influence. The islands
are jointly administered by England and
France,
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_ |EW JERSEY, one of the original
thirteen states of the American Union, the
third (after Delaware and Pennsylvania) to
ratify the Constitution. This occurred De-
cember 18, 1787. It is one of the Middle
Atlantic states. New York is on the north
and northeast, the Atlantic Ocean is on the
east, and the Delaware Bay and Delaware
River separates the state from Delaware and
Pennsylvania on the south and west. The
area is 8,224 square miles, which makes it
the forty-fifth in size, only Connecticut,
Delaware and Rhode Island being smaller.
However, it was ninth in population in
1930, with 4,041,334 people, an increase of
over 885,000 since 1920. The legislature, by
resolution in 1913 made the violet the em-
blematic flower of the state.

Surface and Drainage. New Jersey is
divided into four physiographic regions,
three of which extend across the state in a
northeast-southwest direction. The first of
these regions is bounded on the west by the
Kittatinny Mountains, a continuation of the
Blue Mountains in Pennsylvania. The cut
through these mountains made by the Dela-
ware River forms the famous Delaware
Water Gap, noted for the beauty of its
scenery. The mountains of this range do not
exceed 1,800 feet in altitude. To the east of
these mountains lies the Kittatinny valley,
an extension of the great Appalachian val-
ley, and containing many fertile and highly-
cultivated farms.

The second region, known as the Highland
Belt, is a succession of plateaulike masses,
having altitudes of 1,200 to 1,400 feet To
the east of this is the Piedmont plain, nearly
 as wide as the other two regions combined
having a variety of surface and containing
a number of bold ridges, the most famous of
which is the Palisades. The plain descends
by gentle undulations to sea level at Newark
Bay.
The fourth region includes all that part of
the state lying south of a line running from
Newark Bay to Trenton. This is a section of
the Atlantic coastal plain, nowhere more
than 400 feet in altitude and sloping gently
to sea level.
The western part of the state is drained
by the Delaware River, into which flow nu-
merous short tributaries. The rivers flowing
into the Atlantic, in the southern part, are
characterized by broad estuaries. To the
north, the Raritan flows into Raritan Bay,
and in the northeastern section are the Pas-
saie and the Hackensack, flowing into New-
ark Bay.
Climate. New Jersey has a mild, temper-
ate climate, with considerable variations
from north to south. These differences in
climate conditions make a considerable dif-
ference in the production of crops. The
mean annual temperature at Atlantic City
is about 52°, and the annual rainfall is about
fifty inches.
Mineral Resources. As a mineral pro-
ducer, New Jersey depends largely on the
utilization of its clay resources. Clay prod-
ucts represent about half of the state's total
mineral output and include every variety of
brick and tile and of pottery produced in the
United States. Mercer County, which in-
cludes Trenton, is the center1 of a great pot-
tery industry.
Middlesex County is the principal center
for the production of common brick, archi-
tectural terra cotta, and tile.
Large quantities of zinc ore are also
found; in the production of zinc New Jersey
is second only to Missouri. Among other
minerals of importance are limestone; sand,
gravel and trap rock, used largely for road
making and concrete; and rock suitable for
the manufacture of Portland cement. There
are extensive beds of iron ore in the High-
land Belt, actively mined in the early years
of the state's development, but now of rel-
atively small importance.
Fisheries. New Jersey, with its extensive
coast line, and with its proximity to large
city markets, has developed a large fishing
industry. Shad, clams, bluefish, cod and lob-

